
ATLAS OF BIRDS, MAMMALS, 

AMPHIBIANS, AND REPTILES  

IN WYOMING 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Wyoming Game and Fish Department 

Nongame Program 

Biological Services Section 

Wildlife Division 

June 2012

USFWS National Digital Library 

 
USFWS National Digital Library USFWS National Digital Library 

USFWS National Digital Library 



ATLAS OF BIRDS, MAMMALS, 

AMPHIBIANS, AND REPTILES IN WYOMING 
 
 
 

Wyoming Game and Fish Department 

Nongame Program 

Biological Services Section 

Wildlife Division 
 
 
 

June 2012 
 
 
 

Compiled and edited by:   
Andrea Orabona, Courtney Rudd, Martin Grenier,  

Zack Walker, Susan Patla, and Bob Oakleaf 
 
 
 

Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
Nongame Program 

260 Buena Vista 
Lander, WY 82520 

 
 
 

Suggested Citation:   
Orabona, A., C. Rudd, M. Grenier, Z. Walker, S. Patla, and B. Oakleaf.  

2012.  Atlas of Birds, Mammals, Amphibians, and Reptiles in Wyoming.  
Wyoming Game and Fish Department Nongame Program, Lander.  232pp. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
 
Figure 1.  Latilongs in Wyoming ........................................................................................................ i 
 

Introduction ...................................................................................................................................... 1 
 

Methods ........................................................................................................................................... 2 
 

Explanation of Records ..................................................................................................................... 4 
 Name and Status, WBRC ......................................................................................................... 4 
 Mgmt. Status .......................................................................................................................... 6 
 Habitat .................................................................................................................................... 6 
 Comments ............................................................................................................................... 6 
 Distribution ............................................................................................................................. 7 
 Birds – Symbol Definitions ...................................................................................................... 7 
 Mammals – Symbol Definitions .............................................................................................. 8 
 Amphibians and Reptiles – Symbol Definitions ...................................................................... 8 
 

Updates to the Atlas ......................................................................................................................... 8 
 

Table 1.  Seasonal Status Definitions ................................................................................................ 9 
 

Table 2.  Abundance Definitions....................................................................................................... 9 
 

Table 3.  Vertebrate Life Forms ...................................................................................................... 10 
 

Table 4.  Management Status ......................................................................................................... 11 
 

Acknowledgements ........................................................................................................................ 12 
 

Literature Cited ............................................................................................................................... 13 
 

Birds ................................................................................................................................................ 17 
 

Mammals ...................................................................................................................................... 129 
 

Amphibians and Reptiles .............................................................................................................. 161 
 

Index ............................................................................................................................................. 173 
 Index of Common Names ................................................................................................... 174 
 Index of Scientific Names ................................................................................................... 195 
 

Appendix I ..................................................................................................................................... 216 
 Rare and Unusual Bird Sighting Form ................................................................................. 217 
 How to Document Sightings of Rare and Unusual Birds .................................................... 219 
 Mammal Observation Record Form ................................................................................... 221 
 

Appendix II .................................................................................................................................... 222 
 Documentation Requested for All Sightings (Birds) ........................................................... 223 
 Documentation Requested for First Latilong Sightings (Birds)........................................... 224 
 

Appendix III ................................................................................................................................... 225 
 Habitat Codes and Descriptions ......................................................................................... 226 



 i 

 
 
 

Latilongs in Wyoming.  (From Dorn, J. L., and R. D. Dorn.  1990.  Wyoming Birds.  Mountain 
West Publishing, Cheyenne, WY.  139pp.) 



 1 

INTRODUCTION 
 
In 1979, the Wyoming Game and Fish Department (Department) and the Bighorn Audubon 
Society compiled a working draft of the Wyoming Avian Atlas.  The first edition of the Wyoming 
Avian Atlas was published in 1982 under the authorship of Bob Oakleaf, Helen Downing, Bert 
Raynes, Meg Raynes, and Oliver K. Scott.  Updates were provided each year in the Threatened, 
Endangered, and Nongame Bird and Mammal Investigations Annual Completion Reports.  In 
1981, Scott Findholt, Bob Oakleaf, and Bill Long published a Working Draft of the Wyoming 
Mammal Atlas.  Updates were provided in some Annual Completion Reports. 
 
In 1991, the Department published a revision of both atlases, titled the Draft Distribution and 
Status of Wyoming Birds and Mammals.  This publication included all of the information in the 
Avian Atlas and the draft Mammal Atlas.  Several hundred people, without whom this effort 
would not have been possible, contributed to the 1991 draft publication.  A combined Bird and 
Mammal Atlas, edited by Bob Oakleaf, Bob Luce, Sharon Ritter, and Andrea Orabona Cerovski, 
was published in 1992. 
 
Annual updates were provided to all persons who received the 1992 Atlas.  These updates 
included hundreds of observations of birds and mammals, including many for which little 
information was previously available.  A large number of bat observations were added due to a 
special project carried out between 1994 and 1996 to document bat distribution in the State. 
 
In 1997, John Priday initiated an effort to gather data from a variety of sources to compile 
current distribution data for the amphibians and reptiles of Wyoming.  After initial review 
within the Department, the decision was made to publish this information with the Bird and 
Mammal Atlas, and the title was changed to the Atlas of Birds, Mammals, Reptiles, and 
Amphibians to reflect this inclusion. 
 
Updates to the 1997 Atlas continued as new information became available, and reprints 
occurred in 1999 and 2004.  In 2005, the Atlas was made available on the Department’s web 
site, negating the need for paper copies to be mailed.  However, original hard copies and 
electronic files of both the Atlas and annual Atlas updates remain available from the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Department’s Nongame Bird Biologist in Lander.  The Atlas and annual updates 
are available on the Department’s web site under both Birds and Mammals on the Wildlife and 
Habitat link at http://wgfd.wyo.gov/web2011/Departments/Wildlife/pdfs/WILDLIFE_ 
ANIMALATLAS0000328.pdf. 
 
Since 2001, the American Ornithologists’ Union had made numerous modifications to genus 
and species names and phylogenetic order.  In addition, many updates to the avian portion of 
the Atlas were added as a result of observers submitting sightings to the Wyoming Bird Records 
Committee and on the WyoBirds list serve.  Therefore, a new version titled the Atlas of Birds, 
Mammals, Amphibians, and Reptiles was published in July 2004, April 2009, and June 2012 to 
reflect these major changes. 
  

http://wgfd.wyo.gov/web2011/Departments/Wildlife/pdfs/WILDLIFE_%20ANIMALATLAS0000328.pdf
http://wgfd.wyo.gov/web2011/Departments/Wildlife/pdfs/WILDLIFE_%20ANIMALATLAS0000328.pdf
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The information in the Atlas documents past observations, but it also encourages use of the 
data to record new observations and distribution records for each species represented.  The 
Department encourages wildlife watchers who want to know where a particular species can be 
found to use the Atlas for this purpose.  Although latilongs cover hundreds of square miles, 
habitat associations, status, and abundance are good indicators of where to look for a particular 
bird, mammal, amphibian, or reptile.  The Life Form codes and comments give further 
information that we hope will enhance your search for, and enjoyment of, Wyoming’s wildlife. 
 
Resource managers, consultants, and wildlife biologists are encouraged to use the Atlas to 
obtain basic information on occurrence and distribution of birds, mammals, amphibians, and 
reptiles for use in resource management decisions. 
 
 
METHODS 
 
Information sources for the initial versions of the Atlas included the Department’s Wildlife 
Observation System, the Wyoming Natural Diversity Database, the University of Wyoming 
Museum collection, Wyoming mammals recorded in museum collections in other institutions, 
and published literature. 
 
A number of published observation records were included in the Atlas.  Jane Dorn’s 
monumental bibliography of Wyoming bird references (Dorn 1978) was an important source of 
published literature.  Other sources for birds included:  Knight (1902), Grave and Walker (1913), 
Skinner (1925), McCafferty (1930), McCreary (1939), Flack (1976), Frinzel (1964), Pettingill and 
Whitney (1965), Gniadek (1977), Nye et al. (1979), and Dorn and Dorn (1990). 
 
Sources for the mammal portion of the Atlas included:  Findley (1951), Hall and Kelson (1959), 
Burt and Grossenheider (1980), Long (1965), Brown (1967a, 1967b), Pattie and Verbeek (1967), 
Maxell and Brown (1968), Lechleitner (1969), Clark (1973a, 1973b), Turner (1974), Bissell 
(1978), Rothwell et al. (1978), Clark and Dorn (1979), Stromberg (1979), Hall and Thomas 
(1979), Clark et al. (1980), Wyoming Game and Fish Department (1980), Bee et al. (1981), 
Belitsky (1981), Hall (1981), Clark and Stromberg (1987), Zeveloff and Collett (1988), and Baker 
et al. (2003). 
 
Little is known about the distribution of amphibians and reptiles in Wyoming, but efforts are 
underway to increase our knowledge base on these species.  Amphibian and reptile information 
came primarily from two published sources (Baxter and Stone 1980, Parker and Anderson 2001) 
and was compiled by John Priday, along with his personal observations from 1997 through 
1999.  Since 2008, the Department’s Herpetologist, Zack Walker, has provided updates and new 
information for the amphibians and reptiles section.  Common and scientific names have been 
updated based on current information from the Society for the Study of Amphibians and 
Reptiles (Moriarty 2008). 
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Raptor aerial surveys, intensive waterbird surveys, implementation of the Monitoring 
Wyoming’s Birds program (Leukering et al. 2001) and the Integrated Monitoring in Bird 
Conservation Regions program (Hanni et al. 2009), bird banding projects, and projects funded 
by State Wildlife Grants and Wyoming Governor’s Big Game License Coalition have resulted in a 
significant amount of new bird data.  Files of state and federal agencies were reviewed for 
unpublished data.  Other files reviewed included the Breeding Bird Survey, coordinated in the 
United States by the U.S. Geological Survey Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, and records 
maintained at the Bird Banding Laboratory.  Random sightings, a statewide small mammal 
survey conducted between 1989 and 1995, bat surveys conducted from 1994-1998 and 2008-
2011, sensitive species inventories conducted on the Shoshone National Forest from 1995-
1997, and projects funded by State Wildlife Grants have contributed a great deal of well 
documented mammal data.  Information from numerous individuals who recorded and 
submitted personal observations of birds and mammals continues to be an important and 
invaluable source of data. 
 
Unfortunately, the source of some observations is unknown.  Since 1989, observations used for 
updating the Atlas have included only those for which written documentation existed (e.g., 
Wildlife Observation Form, Rare and Unusual Bird Sighting Form, Mammal Observation 
Record).  Source information for each observation is filed with the Department’s Nongame 
Program in the Lander Regional Office. 
 
In 1989, at the encouragement of Sam Fitton, a group of five expert birders and the 
Department’s Nongame Bird Biologist formed the Wyoming Bird Records Committee (WBRC).  
The goals of the WBRC are:  1) To solicit, organize, and maintain records, documentation, 
photographs, tape recordings, and any other material relative to the birds of Wyoming.  2) To 
review records of new or rare species or species difficult to identify and offer an intelligent, 
unbiased opinion of the validity or thoroughness of these reports.  From these reviews, the 
WBRC will develop and maintain an Official State List of Wyoming’s Birds.  3) To disseminate 
useful and pertinent material concerning the field identification of Wyoming birds in order to 
assist Wyoming birders in increasing their knowledge and skill.  The WBRC is interested in 
promoting and maintaining quality and integrity in the reporting of Wyoming bird observations, 
and it treats all bird records as significant historical documents.  The WBRC operates under a 
set of bylaws approved in 1991, and updated in 1998, 2007, and 2008. 
 
Prior to 1990, the Department’s Nongame Bird Biologist reviewed all rare and unusual bird 
documentations.  In many cases, if observations of rare and unusual birds were accepted by the 
regional editor of American Birds and published in that magazine, the Department also 
accepted the record.  Since 1990, the WBRC has reviewed old records and documentation and 
all new records.  Some previously accepted records have been deleted due to lack of acceptable 
documentation.  Those records that required review and were accepted by the WBRC are noted 
in the “Distribution” section.  Eventually, the WBRC would also like to review records previously 
reviewed by the Yellowstone Bird Observation Committee to provide consistency across the 
entire State. 
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If one watches birds solely for their own enjoyment, a written description of observations is 
unnecessary.  However, to record an observation of a rare or unusual bird for scientific 
purposes, written description is essential.  This is necessary whether one is a highly experienced 
observer or a beginning birder.  Compilers of regional bird lists and similar documents must 
maintain records that are scientifically sound.  A Rare and Unusual Bird Sighting Form is 
included in the Atlas, as well as an explanation of how to document bird sightings (Appendix I); 
these are also available from the Department’s Nongame Bird Biologist.  Questions or 
comments about the WBRC should be directed to the Department’s Nongame Bird Biologist. 
 
The validity of records of rare mammalian species was determined by expert review of written 
documentation.  Mammal records relied almost entirely upon confirmed identification of 
specimens reposited in collections or turned in to Department personnel or personnel of other 
agencies.  A completed Mammal Observation Record form accompanied many observations.  
From these forms, recognized experts were able to determine whether a sufficient number of 
characteristics of the animal and its behavior were described and similar species were 
eliminated using accepted criteria.  A copy of the Department’s Mammal Observation Record 
form is included in the Atlas (Appendix I) or available from the Department’s Nongame 
Mammal Biologist. 
 
Expert reviewers and contributors included personnel from the following:  Wyoming Game and 
Fish Department Nongame Program, Trophy Game Program, Herptile Program, and Wildlife 
Division in the Lander Region; University of Wyoming Zoology Department; Wyoming Natural 
Diversity Database; Museum of Southwestern Biology; and Denver Museum of Natural History.  
This review procedure added many valuable records.  In particular, Department biologists Becky 
Abel, Dan Bjornlie, Nichole Cudworth, Stan Harter, and Laurie Van Fleet contributed updated 
distribution information for many species.  
 
 
EXPLANATION OF RECORDS 
 
Since the 1992 Atlas, we have attempted to minimize the use of codes as much as space and 
clarity allow.  The following is a brief explanation of the format using the Upland Sandpiper as 
an example: 
 
Name and Status WBRC  
 
Upland Sandpiper (FL) 
   Bartramia longicauda 
   261.0       UPSA 
   Summer resident 
   Uncommon 
   Life form 5 
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The first and second lines contain the common and scientific names.  For birds, species names 
and the order in which they occur follow the most current American Ornithologists’ Union 
(AOU) list (AOU 2011).  For mammals, species names and order follows Baker et al. (2003).  For 
amphibians and reptiles, species names follow Moriarty (2008), and species order follows 
Baxter and Stone (1980). 
 
For birds only, an (AS) or (FL) under WBRC indicates that the Wyoming Bird Records Committee 
requests submission of a Rare and Unusual Bird Sighting Form for all sightings of the species, or 
for the first observation in each latilong and all nesting observations, respectively.  Species for 
which a Rare and Unusual Bird Sighting Form is requested appear in Appendix II.  Observations 
of avian species new to the State or an unusual breeding record for any avian species also 
require submission of a Rare and Unusual Bird Sighting Form. 
 
Observations or specimens of mammals, except those for common and abundant species, 
require documentation because of the difficulty of distinguishing similar species. 
 
The number on the third line is the species code assigned for the Department’s computerized 
Wildlife Observation System.  For birds, it is the same as the AOU number. 
 
The four-letter code following the species code is a unique alpha code that can be used on data 
forms or in field notes.  The bird codes are those used by bird banders and are listed in the 
North American Bird Banding Manual Volume 1 (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Canadian 
Wildlife Service 1991).  However, revisions to the manual are only available online 
(http://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/bbl/manual/speclist.cfm).  Only full species, as recognized by the 
American Ornithologists’ Union, are included.  For mammals, amphibians, and reptiles, the first 
two letters of the genus followed by the first two letters of the species form the four-letter 
alpha code.  In the case of subspecies for some mammals and reptiles, the alpha code is 
comprised of the first two letters of the genus followed by the first letter of the species and the 
first letter of the subspecies.  One mammal code is identical to a bird code; therefore, the code 
for the mammal differs from the normal protocol.  When codes for more than one mammal or 
herptile species were identical, a different code was arbitrarily assigned. 
 
The fourth line refers to seasonal status – the time of the year the species occurs in Wyoming.  
Seasonal status categories and definitions are presented in Table 1 (page 9). 
 
Line five refers to the abundance of the species in Wyoming.  Abundance categories and 
definitions are presented in Table 2 (page 9). 
 
Life Form is a term used to describe where a particular animal lives, feeds, and reproduces.  Life 
Form codes for migrants, winter residents, and accidental species are not included in the Atlas.  
Table 3 (page 10) lists the life form categories for each species according to Thomas (1979).  
One life form not included in Thomas (1979) was added to Table 3 (#17, human-built 
structures). 
  

http://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/bbl/manual/speclist.cfm
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Mgmt. Status   
 
The management or legal status of a species often significantly affects how it is managed and 
which state or federal agency, or section within an agency, is responsible for management.  The 
management status codes and definitions, and the Division or Program within the Department 
responsible for management of Wyoming’s species are listed in Table 4 (page 11) and are 
consistent with the Wyoming Game and Fish Commission Regulations. 
 
The Nongame Program is responsible for managing species legally designated as Nongame, 
which includes Species of Greatest Conservation Need with a designated Native Species Status 
(NSS) and Neotropical Migratory Birds (NTMB).  Using the Native Species Status matrix that first 
appeared in the Nongame Bird and Mammal Plan (Oakleaf et al. 1996) and has since been 
updated and included in the Department’s State Wildlife Action Plan (2010), the Department 
has designated Species of Greatest Conservation Need with a Native Species Status of 1, 2, 3, 4, 
or U (unknown). 
 
The Nongame Program is also responsible for cooperative management with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service of the following federally listed Threatened or Endangered species:  Wood 
Stork, Whooping Crane, Piping Plover, Least Tern, black-footed ferret, and Canada lynx. 
 
Habitat    
 
For birds, the habitats listed are those in which the species would be expected to breed or nest 
in Wyoming.  For birds that do not breed in Wyoming and for all mammals, amphibians, and 
reptiles, the habitats listed are those in which the species is most likely to be found.  Habitat 
use was determined from personal knowledge and literature review, especially Ehrlich et al. 
(1988) for birds.  Habitat type descriptions are from the Department’s Wildlife Observation 
System and are listed in Appendix III (Wyoming Game and Fish Department 1992). 
 
Comments    
 
This column describes nesting or breeding sites, food habits, etc.  The literature source or 
observer’s name is given for unusual records, avian species observed in three or fewer latilongs, 
and for historical observations.  The sources used for information on food habits and nesting or 
denning sites were Ehrlich et al. (1988) for birds and Clark and Stromberg (1987) and Fitzgerald 
et al. (1994) for mammals.  Baxter and Stone (1980) was consulted for information on 
amphibians and reptiles. 
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References used to prepare this publication are listed in the Literature Cited section.  Locations 
listed in the original literature source were used to situate observations to latilong.  McCreary 
(1939) was a major source of bird observation locations.  Most pre-1965 mammal data were 
taken from Long (1965).  Efforts by the Wyoming Natural Diversity Database and the 
Department acquired records for many Wyoming mammal specimens reposited in museum 
collections throughout the United States.  Baxter and Stone (1980) provided distribution 
information for amphibians and reptiles.   
 
Distribution    
 
Example for Western Small-footed Myotis: 
 
            O     b     O     O     O     O   
  O     O     B     O     O     h             
  O               B     O     O     O     O   
  O     B     O     O     a     B     B   

 
Each underline represents a latilong or degree block as shown on the map of Wyoming (Figure 
1).  A latilong encompasses a rectangle covering one degree of latitude by one degree of 
longitude, and is numbered on the map.  For example, latilong 27 is bounded by 41o and 42o 
latitude and 105o and 106o longitude.  Detailed maps, such as those available from the Bureau 
of Land Management or U.S. Geological Survey, should be used for determining exact 
boundaries of a specific latilong. 
 
The definitions of the symbols used for birds, mammals, amphibians, and reptiles are as 
follows: 
 
Birds – Symbol Definitions  
 
B Nest or young dependent upon parent birds was observed. 
b Circumstantial evidence of nesting. 
O The species has been observed, but there was no evidence of nesting.  The observation 

may have been recorded during any season of the year, but observations are most likely 
to correspond with seasonal status listed in Table 1. 

H Historical nesting record, prior to 1950.  No recent data to indicate the species still nests 
or occurs in that latilong. 

h Historical record with no indication of nesting. 
? Record that needs further verification. 
     No verified records. 
* Record has been reviewed and accepted by the Wyoming Bird Records Committee 

(WBRC). 
# Record has been reviewed and accepted by the Yellowstone Bird Observation Committee 

(YBOC). 
+ Record has been reviewed and accepted by both the WBRC and YBOC. 
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Mammals – Symbol Definitions  
 
B Nest, dependent young, juvenile animals, lactating or post-lactation females, or males in 

breeding condition were observed. 
b Animals were observed and, due to limited mobility, breeding is assumed (bats and large 

ungulates are highly mobile and are not automatically placed in this category). 
O The species has been observed but, due to the mobility of the species’ group and lack of 

factors listed under (B), breeding cannot be assumed (applies to bats and large ungulates). 
a The species has been detected using acoustic equipment and additional verification is 

warranted.  Acoustic recordings were classified using SonoBat 3 software.  Due to the 
mobility of the species’ group and lack of factors listed under (B), breeding cannot be 
assumed (applies to bats only). 

H Historical breeding record, prior to 1965.  No recent data to indicate the species still 
breeds or occurs in that latilong. 

h Historical record of occurrence before 1965.  No recent data to suggest occurrence. 
     No verified records. 
 
Amphibians and Reptiles – Symbol Definitions  
 
B Nest, eggs, or juvenile animals were observed. 
b Animals were observed and, due to limited mobility and the time of year the observation 

occurred, breeding is assumed. 
O The species has been observed but, due to the lack of factors listed under (B) or (b), 

breeding cannot be assumed. 
? A species observation record has not been verified, but occurrence is assumed based on 

the proposed species range. 
h Historical record of occurrence.  No recent data to suggest occurrence. 
     No verified records. 
* Record was obtained from the University of Wyoming Museum. 
# Record was obtained from the Wyoming Natural Diversity Database. 
 
 
UPDATES TO THE ATLAS 
 
Since 2005, the Atlas has been available on the Department’s web site, as well as electronically 
on compact disk.  These options replace the previous paper copies of both the Atlas and annual 
updates that were mailed to individuals on a mailing list maintained by the Department’s 
Nongame Program in the Lander Regional Office.  In 2012, the updated Atlas and annual Atlas 
updates will be added to the Department’s web site under Birds and Mammals on the Wildlife 
and Habitat link http://wgfd.wyo.gov/web2011/Departments/Wildlife/pdfs/WILDLIFE_ANIMAL 
ATLAS0000328.pdf so interested parties can obtain the most current version of the Atlas and 
track changes until the next updated version is available. 
 

http://wgfd.wyo.gov/web2011/Departments/Wildlife/pdfs/WILDLIFE_ANIMAL%20ATLAS0000328.pdf
http://wgfd.wyo.gov/web2011/Departments/Wildlife/pdfs/WILDLIFE_ANIMAL%20ATLAS0000328.pdf
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TABLE 1.  SEASONAL STATUS DEFINITIONS. 
 

SEASONAL STATUS DEFINITION 

Resident A species that inhabits Wyoming year-round. 

Summer Resident 

A species that inhabits Wyoming during the summer (June through 
August) and migrates out of the State during the winter.  Breeding 
may or may not be documented; however, records should span all of 
the summer months (especially July). 

Migrant 
A species recorded in Wyoming only during spring and/or autumn 
migration.  For birds, records are especially lacking for July and 
January. 

Winter Resident 
A species that inhabits Wyoming during the winter (especially 
January) but is absent during the summer. 

Accidental 
A species with accidental, unpredictable occurrence of individual 
animals. 

Peripheral A species whose range extends only into a small portion of Wyoming. 

Undetermined A species that occurs in Wyoming but seasonal status is uncertain. 

Extinct A species that no longer exists in Wyoming or elsewhere. 

 
 
TABLE 2.  ABUNDANCE DEFINITIONS. 
 

ABUNDANCE DEFINITION 

Rare 

A species that occupies only a small percentage of the preferred habitat 
within its range or is found throughout its range in extremely low densities.  
The species or its sign is seldom encountered while using survey techniques 
that could be expected to indicate its presence. 

Uncommon 
 

A species that is common only in limited areas within its range or is found 
throughout its range in relatively low densities.  Intensive surveying is usually 
required to locate the species or its sign. 

Common 
A species that inhabits much of the preferred habitat within its range.  The 
species or its sign is usually encountered while using survey techniques that 
could be expected to indicate its presence. 

Abundant 
A species that inhabits much of the preferred habitat within its range.  The 
species or its sign is typically encountered while using survey techniques that 
could be expected to indicate its presence. 

Unknown 
Insufficient information is available to determine abundance.  The species is 
difficult to observe without specialized survey techniques. 

Controlled A species that currently exists in the State only with human assistance. 
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TABLE 3.  VERTEBRATE LIFE FORMS (modified from Thomas 1979). 
 

LIFE 
FORM 

NUMBER 
REPRODUCES FEEDS 

1 In water In water 

2 In water 
On the ground, in shrubs and/or in 
trees 

3 
On the ground around water or emergent 
vegetation 

In water, on the ground, in shrubs, or in 
trees 

4 On cliffs, rims, talus, and/or in caves On the ground or in the air 

5 
On the ground without specific water; 
cliffs, rims, or talus associations 

On the ground 

6 On the ground In shrubs, trees, or the air 

7 In shrubs On the ground, in water, or in the air 

8 In shrubs In shrubs, trees, or the air 

9 Primarily in deciduous trees In shrubs, trees, or the air 

10 Primarily in conifers In shrubs, trees, or the air 

11 In trees 
On the ground, in shrubs, in trees, or in 
the air 

12 On very thick branches On the ground or in water 

13 Excavates its own tree cavity 
On the ground, in shrubs, in trees, or in 
the air 

14 
In a naturally occurring cavity or a cavity 
excavated by another species 

On the ground, in water, or in the air 

15 In an underground burrow On or under the ground 

16 In an underground burrow In water or the air 

17 On human-built structures 
On the ground, in shrubs, in trees, or in 
the air 
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TABLE 4.  MANAGEMENT STATUS. 
 

CODE DEFINITION MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 

NSSa Native Species Status 1, 2, 3, 4, or U Wyoming Game and Fish Department 

NGb Nongame bird, mammal, or reptile 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department Nongame 
Program 

BG Big game 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department Regional 
Offices 

TG Trophy game 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department Trophy 
Game Program 

SG Small game 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department Regional 
Offices 

GB Game Bird 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department Regional 
Offices 

FB Furbearer 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department Regional 
Offices 

PD 
Predacious bird 
Predatory animal 

Wyoming Game and Fish Department Regional 
Offices 

F Species taken for falconry 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department Nongame 
Program 

A Amphibian 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department Fisheries 
Program 

NTMBc Neotropical Migratory Bird 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
Nongame Program 

End. Federally listed as endangered  U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Thr. Federally listed as threatened U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

 
a Species of Greatest Conservation Need with a Native Species Status of 1, 2, 3, 4, or U 

(Wyoming Game and Fish Department 2010). 
 
b All nongame birds in Wyoming are protected under the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 

with the exception of the non-native Rock Pigeon, Eurasian Collared-Dove, European 
Starling, and House Sparrow.  Nongame mammals that are protected in Wyoming include 
the black-footed ferret, fisher, Canada lynx, river otter, pika, and wolverine. 

 
c Neotropical Migratory Bird (breeds in Canada and the United States and migrates to Mexico, 

Central America, South America, or the Caribbean for the non-breeding season). 
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    Red-sided Gartersnake Thamnophis sirtalis parietalis 171

    Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 42

    Red-throated Loon Gavia stellata 31

    Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus 120

    Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 59

    Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris 24

    Ring-necked Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 29

    Ringtail Bassariscus astutus 153

    Rock Pigeon Columba livia 63

    Rock Wren Salpinctes obsoletus 90

    Rocky Mountain Toad (Woodhouse's Toad Anaxyrus woodhousii woodhousii 163

    Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus 118

    Ross's Goose Chen rossii 18

    Ross's Gull Rhodostethia rosea 58

    Rough-legged Hawk Buteo lagopus 43

    Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula 93
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    Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris 71

    Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis 28

    Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 28

    Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 52

    Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus 30

    Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus 72

    Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus 121

    Sabine's Gull Xema sabini 57

    Sage Sparrow Amphispiza belli 112

    Sage Thrasher Oreoscoptes montanus 96

    Sagebrush Vole Lemmiscus curtatus 150

    Sanderling Calidris alba 52

    Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis 46

    Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis 113

    Say's Phoebe Sayornis saya 79

    Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea 117

    Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus forficatus 81

    Scott's Oriole Icterus parisorum 123

    Sedge Wren Cistothorus platensis 92

    Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus 48

    Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla 52

    Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus 40

    Sharp-tailed Grouse Tympanuchus phasianellus 31

    Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus 55

    Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 69

    Short-tailed Weasel (Ermine) Mustela erminea 154

    Silky Pocket Mouse Perognathus flavus 145

    Silver-haired Bat Lasionycteris noctivagans 135

    Smith's Longspur Calcarius pictus 99

    Smooth Greensnake Opheodrys vernalis 169
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    Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis 99

    Snow Goose Chen caerulescens 18

    Snowshoe Hare Lepus americanus 138

    Snowy Egret Egretta thula 36

    Snowy Owl Bubo scandiacus 67

    Snowy Plover Charadrius nivosus 47

    Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria 49

    Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia 114

    Sora Porzana carolina 45

    Southern Red-backed Vole Clethrionomys gapperi 148

    Spotted Bat Euderma maculatum 136

    Spotted Ground Squirrel Spermophilus spilosoma 141

    Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius 49

    Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus 110

    Sprague's Pipit Anthus spragueii 97

    Steller's Jay Cyanocitta stelleri 84

    Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus 54

    Streaked Shearwater Calonectris leucomelas 34

    Striped Skunk Mephitis mephitis 157

    Striped Whipsnake Coluber taeniatus 169

    Summer Tanager Piranga rubra 117

    Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata 25

    Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni 42

    Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus 95

    Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana 115

    Swift Fox Vulpes velox 152

    Tennessee Warbler Oreothlypis peregrina 101

    Thayer's Gull Larus thayeri 60

    Thirteen-lined Ground Squirrel Spermophilus tridecemlineatus 141

    Tiger Salamander Ambystoma mavortium 162
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    Townsend's Big-eared Bat Corynorhinus townsendii 136

    Townsend's Solitaire Myadestes townsendi 94

    Townsend's Warbler Setophaga townsendi 108

    Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor 86

    Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor 37

    Trumpeter Swan Cygnus buccinator 20

    Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 24

    Tundra Swan Cygnus columbianus 20

    Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 39

    Uinta Chipmunk Neotamias umbrinus 140

    Uinta Ground Squirrel Spermophilus armatus 140

    Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda 50

    Vagrant Shrew Sorex vagrans 132

    Valley Gartersnake Thamnophis sirtalis fitchi 171

    Varied Thrush Ixoreus naevius 96

    Vaux's Swift Chaetura vauxi 70

    Veery Catharus fuscescens 94

    Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus 79

    Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus 112

    Violet-green Swallow Tachycineta thalassina 87

    Virginia Opossum Didelphis virginiana 130

    Virginia Rail Rallus limicola 45

    Virginia's Warbler Oreothlypis virginiae 102

    Wandering Gartersnake Thamnophis elegans vagrans 170

    Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus 83

    Water Vole Microtus richardsoni 149

    Western Bluebird Sialia mexicana 93

    Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis 33

    Western Harvest Mouse Reithrodontomys megalotis 146

    Western Heather Vole Phenacomys intermedius 148
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    Western Jumping Mouse Zapus princeps 151

    Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis 80

    Western Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta 120

    Western Painted Turtle Chrysemys picta bellii 165

    Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri 53

    Western Screech-Owl Megascops kennicottii 66

    Western Scrub-Jay Aphelocoma californica 84

    Western Small-footed Myotis Myotis ciliolabrum 133

    Western Spiny Softshell Apalone spinifera hartwegi 165

    Western Spotted Skunk Spilogale gracilis 156

    Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana 117

    Western Wood-Pewee Contopus sordidulus 77

    Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 51

    White Ibis Eudocimus albus 38

    White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis 89

    White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys 116

    White-eyed Vireo Vireo griseus 81

    White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi 39

    White-footed Mouse Peromyscus leucopus 147

    White-headed Woodpecker Picoides albolarvatus 75

    White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis 53

    White-tailed Deer Odocoileus virginianus 158

    White-tailed Jackrabbit Lepus townsendii 139

    White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus 39

    White-tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys leucurus 141

    White-tailed Ptarmigan Lagopus leucura 30

    White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis 115

    White-throated Swift Aeronautes saxatalis 71

    White-winged Crossbill Loxia leucoptera 125

    White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica 64
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    White-winged Scoter Melanitta fusca 26

    Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus 20

    Whooping Crane Grus americana 47

    Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo 31

    Willet Tringa semipalmata 50

    Williamson's Sapsucker Sphyrapicus thyroideus 74

    Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii 77

    Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor 56

    Wilson's Snipe Gallinago delicata 55

    Wilson's Warbler Cardellina pusilla 109

    Winter Wren Troglodytes hiemalis 91

    Wolverine Gulo gulo 156

    Wood Duck Aix sponsa 20

    Wood Frog Lithobates sylvaticus 164

    Wood Stork Mycteria americana 34

    Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina 95

    Worm-eating Warbler Helmitheros vermivorum 100

    Wyoming Ground Squirrel Spermophilus elegans 140

    Wyoming Pocket Gopher Thomomys clusius 143

    Wyoming Toad Anaxyrus baxteri 163

    Yellow Grosbeak Pheucticus chrysopeplus 118

    Yellow Rail Coturnicops noveboracensis 45

    Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia 105

    Yellow-bellied Marmot Marmota flaviventris 140

    Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius 74

    Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus 65

    Yellow-billed Loon Gavia adamsii 32

    Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens 109

    Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Nyctanassa violacea 38

    Yellow-headed Blackbird Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus 121
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    Yellow-pine Chipmunk Neotamias amoenus 139

    Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata 107

    Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons 82

    Yellow-throated Warbler Setophaga dominica 107

    Yuma Myotis Myotis yumanensis 134
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Acanthis flammea     Common Redpoll 126

Acanthis hornemanni     Hoary Redpoll 126

Accipiter cooperii     Cooper's Hawk 41

Accipiter gentilis     Northern Goshawk 41

Accipiter striatus     Sharp-shinned Hawk 40

Actitis macularius     Spotted Sandpiper 49

Aechmophorus clarkii     Clark's Grebe 34

Aechmophorus occidentalis     Western Grebe 33

Aegolius acadicus     Northern Saw-whet Owl 69

Aegolius funereus     Boreal Owl 69

Aeronautes saxatalis     White-throated Swift 71

Agelaius phoeniceus     Red-winged Blackbird 120

Aix sponsa     Wood Duck 20

Alces alces     Moose 159

Alectoris chukar     Chukar 29

Ambystoma mavortium     Tiger Salamander 162

Ammodramus bairdii     Baird's Sparrow 113

Ammodramus leconteii     Le Conte's Sparrow 114

Ammodramus nelsoni     Nelson's Sparrow 114

Ammodramus savannarum     Grasshopper Sparrow 113

Amphispiza belli     Sage Sparrow 112

Amphispiza bilineata     Black-throated Sparrow 112

Anas acuta     Northern Pintail 23

Anas americana     American Wigeon 21

Anas clypeata     Northern Shoveler 23

Anas crecca     Green-winged Teal 23

Anas cyanoptera     Cinnamon Teal 22

Anas discors     Blue-winged Teal 22

195



Scientific Name Common Name  Page No.

Anas fulvigula     Mottled Duck 22

Anas penelope     Eurasian Wigeon 21

Anas platyrhynchos     Mallard 22

Anas querquedula     Garganey 23

Anas rubripes     American Black Duck 21

Anas strepera     Gadwall 21

Anaxyrus baxteri     Wyoming Toad 163

Anaxyrus boreas boreas     Boreal Toad 162

Anaxyrus cognatus     Great Plains Toad 163

Anaxyrus woodhousii woodhousii     Rocky Mountain Toad (Woodhouse's Toad) 163

Anser albifrons     Greater White-fronted Goose 18

Anthus rubescens     American Pipit 97

Anthus spragueii     Sprague's Pipit 97

Antilocapra americana     Pronghorn 159

Antrozous pallidus     Pallid Bat 136

Apalone spinifera hartwegi     Western Spiny Softshell 165

Aphelocoma californica     Western Scrub-Jay 84

Aquila chrysaetos     Golden Eagle 43

Archilochus alexandri     Black-chinned Hummingbird 71

Archilochus colubris     Ruby-throated Hummingbird 71

Ardea alba     Great Egret 36

Ardea herodias     Great Blue Heron 36

Arenaria interpres     Ruddy Turnstone 52

Asio flammeus     Short-eared Owl 69

Asio otus     Long-eared Owl 68

Aspidoscelis sexlineatus viridis     Prairie Racerunner 166

Athene cunicularia     Burrowing Owl 68

Aythya affinis     Lesser Scaup 25

Aythya americana     Redhead 24

Aythya collaris     Ring-necked Duck 24
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Aythya fuligula     Tufted Duck 24

Aythya marila     Greater Scaup 25

Aythya valisineria     Canvasback 24

Baeolophus ridgwayi     Juniper Titmouse 88

Bartramia longicauda     Upland Sandpiper 50

Bassariscus astutus     Ringtail 153

Bombycilla cedrorum     Cedar Waxwing 98

Bombycilla garrulus     Bohemian Waxwing 98

Bonasa umbellus     Ruffed Grouse 30

Bos bison     Bison 159

Botaurus lentiginosus     American Bittern 35

Brachylagus idahoensis     Pygmy Rabbit 137

Brachyramphus perdix     Long-billed Murrelet 63

Branta bernicla     Brant 18

Branta canadensis     Canada Goose 19

Branta hutchinsii     Cackling Goose 19

Bubo scandiacus     Snowy Owl 67

Bubo virginianus     Great Horned Owl 67

Bubulcus ibis     Cattle Egret 37

Bucephala albeola     Bufflehead 26

Bucephala clangula     Common Goldeneye 27

Bucephala islandica     Barrow's Goldeneye 27

Buteo jamaicensis     Red-tailed Hawk 42

Buteo lagopus     Rough-legged Hawk 43

Buteo lineatus     Red-shouldered Hawk 41

Buteo platypterus     Broad-winged Hawk 42

Buteo regalis     Ferruginous Hawk 42

Buteo swainsoni     Swainson's Hawk 42

Butorides virescens     Green Heron 37

Calamospiza melanocorys     Lark Bunting 113
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Calcarius lapponicus     Lapland Longspur 98

Calcarius ornatus     Chestnut-collared Longspur 98

Calcarius pictus     Smith's Longspur 99

Calidris alba     Sanderling 52

Calidris alpina     Dunlin 54

Calidris bairdii     Baird's Sandpiper 53

Calidris canutus     Red Knot 52

Calidris fuscicollis     White-rumped Sandpiper 53

Calidris himantopus     Stilt Sandpiper 54

Calidris mauri     Western Sandpiper 53

Calidris melanotos     Pectoral Sandpiper 54

Calidris minutilla     Least Sandpiper 53

Calidris pusilla     Semipalmated Sandpiper 52

Calonectris leucomelas     Streaked Shearwater 34

Calypte anna     Anna's Hummingbird 72

Canis latrans     Coyote 152

Canis lupus     Gray Wolf 152

Caracara cheriway     Crested Caracara 43

Cardellina canadensis     Canada Warbler 108

Cardellina pusilla     Wilson's Warbler 109

Cardellina rubrifrons     Red-faced Warbler 109

Cardinalis cardinalis     Northern Cardinal 117

Carduelis carduelis     European Goldfinch 127

Carpodacus cassinii     Cassin's Finch 125

Carpodacus mexicanus     House Finch 125

Carpodacus purpureus     Purple Finch 124

Castor canadensis     Beaver 146

Cathartes aura     Turkey Vulture 39

Catharus fuscescens     Veery 94

Catharus guttatus     Hermit Thrush 95
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Catharus minimus     Gray-cheeked Thrush 94

Catharus ustulatus     Swainson's Thrush 95

Catherpes mexicanus     Canyon Wren 90

Centrocercus urophasianus     Greater Sage-Grouse 30

Certhia americana     Brown Creeper 90

Cervus canadensis     Elk (Wapiti) 158

Chaetodipus hispidus     Hispid Pocket Mouse 145

Chaetura pelagica     Chimney Swift 70

Chaetura vauxi     Vaux's Swift 70

Charadrius melodus     Piping Plover 48

Charadrius montanus     Mountain Plover 48

Charadrius nivosus     Snowy Plover 47

Charadrius semipalmatus     Semipalmated Plover 48

Charadrius vociferus     Killdeer 48

Charina bottae     Northern Rubber Boa 168

Chelydra serpentina serpentina     Eastern Snapping Turtle 165

Chen caerulescens     Snow Goose 18

Chen rossii     Ross's Goose 18

Chlidonias niger     Black Tern 61

Chondestes grammacus     Lark Sparrow 112

Chordeiles acutipennis     Lesser Nighthawk 69

Chordeiles minor     Common Nighthawk 70

Chroicocephalus philadelphia     Bonaparte's Gull 57

Chroicocephalus ridibundus     Black-headed Gull 57

Chrysemys picta bellii     Western Painted Turtle 165

Cinclus mexicanus     American Dipper 92

Circus cyaneus     Northern Harrier 40

Cistothorus palustris     Marsh Wren 92

Cistothorus platensis     Sedge Wren 92

Clangula hyemalis     Long-tailed Duck 26
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Clethrionomys gapperi     Southern Red-backed Vole 148

Coccothraustes vespertinus     Evening Grosbeak 127

Coccyzus americanus     Yellow-billed Cuckoo 65

Coccyzus erythropthalmus     Black-billed Cuckoo 65

Colaptes auratus     Northern Flicker 76

Colinus virginianus     Northern Bobwhite 29

Coluber constrictor flaviventris     Eastern Yellow-bellied Racer 168

Coluber taeniatus     Striped Whipsnake 169

Columba livia     Rock Pigeon 63

Contopus cooperi     Olive-sided Flycatcher 76

Contopus sordidulus     Western Wood-Pewee 77

Contopus virens     Eastern Wood-Pewee 77

Corvus brachyrhynchos     American Crow 85

Corvus corax     Common Raven 86

Corynorhinus townsendii     Townsend's Big-eared Bat 136

Coturnicops noveboracensis     Yellow Rail 45

Crotalus oreganus concolor     Midget Faded Rattlesnake 172

Crotalus viridis     Prairie Rattlesnake 171

Cyanocitta cristata     Blue Jay 84

Cyanocitta stelleri     Steller's Jay 84

Cygnus buccinator     Trumpeter Swan 20

Cygnus columbianus     Tundra Swan 20

Cygnus cygnus     Whooper Swan 20

Cygnus olor     Mute Swan 19

Cynomys leucurus     White-tailed Prairie Dog 141

Cynomys ludovicianus     Black-tailed Prairie Dog 142

Dendragapus obscurus     Dusky Grouse 30

Dendrocygna bicolor     Fulvous Whistling-Duck 19

Didelphis virginiana     Virginia Opossum 130

Dipodomys ordii     Ord's Kangaroo Rat 145
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Dolichonyx oryzivorus     Bobolink 120

Dryocopus pileatus     Pileated Woodpecker 76

Dumetella carolinensis     Gray Catbird 96

Ectopistes migratorius     Passenger Pigeon 65

Egretta caerulea     Little Blue Heron 37

Egretta thula     Snowy Egret 36

Egretta tricolor     Tricolored Heron 37

Elanus leucurus     White-tailed Kite 39

Empidonax hammondii     Hammond's Flycatcher 78

Empidonax minimus     Least Flycatcher 77

Empidonax oberholseri     Dusky Flycatcher 78

Empidonax occidentalis     Cordilleran Flycatcher 78

Empidonax traillii     Willow Flycatcher 77

Empidonax wrightii     Gray Flycatcher 78

Eptesicus fuscus     Big Brown Bat 135

Eremophila alpestris     Horned Lark 86

Erethizon dorsatum     North American Porcupine 151

Euderma maculatum     Spotted Bat 136

Eudocimus albus     White Ibis 38

Eugenes fulgens     Magnificent Hummingbird 71

Euphagus carolinus     Rusty Blackbird 121

Euphagus cyanocephalus     Brewer's Blackbird 121

Falco columbarius     Merlin 44

Falco mexicanus     Prairie Falcon 44

Falco peregrinus     Peregrine Falcon 44

Falco rusticolus     Gyrfalcon 44

Falco sparverius     American Kestrel 43

Fregata ariel     Lesser Frigatebird 34

Fringilla montifringilla     Brambling 123

Fulica americana     American Coot 46
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Gallinago delicata     Wilson's Snipe 55

Gallinula galeata     Common Gallinule 46

Gavia adamsii     Yellow-billed Loon 32

Gavia immer     Common Loon 32

Gavia pacifica     Pacific Loon 32

Gavia stellata     Red-throated Loon 31

Geomys bursarius     Plains Pocket Gopher 144

Geothlypis formosus     Kentucky Warbler 103

Geothlypis philadelphia     Mourning Warbler 103

Geothlypis tolmiei     MacGillivray's Warbler 102

Geothlypis trichas     Common Yellowthroat 103

Glaucidium gnoma     Northern Pygmy-Owl 67

Glaucomys sabrinus     Northern Flying Squirrel 143

Grus americana     Whooping Crane 47

Grus canadensis     Sandhill Crane 46

Gulo gulo     Wolverine 156

Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus     Pinyon Jay 85

Haliaeetus leucocephalus     Bald Eagle 40

Helmitheros vermivorum     Worm-eating Warbler 100

Heterodon nasicus     Plains Hog-nosed Snake 168

Himantopus mexicanus     Black-necked Stilt 49

Hirundo rustica     Barn Swallow 88

Histrionicus histrionicus     Harlequin Duck 25

Holbrookia maculata maculata     Great Plains Earless Lizard 168

Hydrocoloeus minutus     Little Gull 57

Hydroprogne caspia     Caspian Tern 61

Hylocichla mustelina     Wood Thrush 95

Icteria virens     Yellow-breasted Chat 109

Icterus bullockii     Bullock's Oriole 122

Icterus galbula     Baltimore Oriole 123
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Icterus parisorum     Scott's Oriole 123

Icterus spurius     Orchard Oriole 122

Ictinia mississippiensis     Mississippi Kite 40

Ixobrychus exilis     Least Bittern 36

Ixoreus naevius     Varied Thrush 96

Junco hyemalis     Dark-eyed Junco 116

Lagopus leucura     White-tailed Ptarmigan 30

Lampropeltis triangulum multistriata     Pale Milksnake 169

Lanius excubitor     Northern Shrike 81

Lanius ludovicianus     Loggerhead Shrike 81

Larus argentatus     Herring Gull 59

Larus californicus     California Gull 59

Larus canus     Mew Gull 59

Larus delawarensis     Ring-billed Gull 59

Larus fuscus     Lesser Black-backed Gull 60

Larus glaucescens     Glaucous-winged Gull 60

Larus heermanni     Heermann's Gull 58

Larus hyperboreus     Glaucous Gull 60

Larus marinus     Great Black-backed Gull 61

Larus thayeri     Thayer's Gull 60

Lasionycteris noctivagans     Silver-haired Bat 135

Lasiurus borealis     Eastern Red Bat 134

Lasiurus cinereus     Hoary Bat 135

Laterallus jamaicensis     Black Rail 45

Lemmiscus curtatus     Sagebrush Vole 150

Lepus americanus     Snowshoe Hare 138

Lepus californicus     Black-tailed Jackrabbit 138

Lepus townsendii     White-tailed Jackrabbit 139

Leucophaeus atricilla     Laughing Gull 58

Leucophaeus pipixcan     Franklin's Gull 58
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Leucosticte atrata     Black Rosy-Finch 124

Leucosticte australis     Brown-capped Rosy-Finch 124

Leucosticte tephrocotis     Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch 123

Limnodromus griseus     Short-billed Dowitcher 55

Limnodromus scolopaceus     Long-billed Dowitcher 55

Limosa fedoa     Marbled Godwit 51

Limosa haemastica     Hudsonian Godwit 51

Lithobates catesbeianus     American Bullfrog 163

Lithobates pipiens     Northern Leopard Frog 164

Lithobates sylvaticus     Wood Frog 164

Lontra canadensis     Northern River Otter 157

Lophodytes cucullatus     Hooded Merganser 27

Loxia curvirostra     Red Crossbill 125

Loxia leucoptera     White-winged Crossbill 125

Lynx canadensis     Canada Lynx 157

Lynx rufus     Bobcat 158

Marmota flaviventris     Yellow-bellied Marmot 140

Martes americana     American Marten 154

Martes pennanti     Fisher 154

Megaceryle alcyon     Belted Kingfisher 73

Megascops asio     Eastern Screech-Owl 66

Megascops kennicottii     Western Screech-Owl 66

Melanerpes carolinus     Red-bellied Woodpecker 74

Melanerpes erythrocephalus     Red-headed Woodpecker 73

Melanerpes formicivorus     Acorn Woodpecker 73

Melanerpes lewis     Lewis's Woodpecker 73

Melanitta americana     Black Scoter 26

Melanitta fusca     White-winged Scoter 26

Melanitta perspicillata     Surf Scoter 25

Meleagris gallopavo     Wild Turkey 31
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Melospiza georgiana     Swamp Sparrow 115

Melospiza lincolnii     Lincoln's Sparrow 115

Melospiza melodia     Song Sparrow 114

Melozone fuscus     Canyon Towhee 110

Mephitis mephitis     Striped Skunk 157

Mergus merganser     Common Merganser 27

Mergus serrator     Red-breasted Merganser 28

Microtus longicaudus     Long-tailed Vole 148

Microtus montanus     Montane Vole 149

Microtus ochrogaster     Prairie Vole 149

Microtus pennsylvanicus     Meadow Vole 149

Microtus richardsoni     Water Vole 149

Mimus polyglottos     Northern Mockingbird 96

Mniotilta varia     Black-and-white Warbler 101

Molothrus ater     Brown-headed Cowbird 122

Mus musculus     House Mouse 150

Mustela erminea     Short-tailed Weasel (Ermine) 154

Mustela frenata     Long-tailed Weasel 155

Mustela nigripes     Black-footed Ferret 155

Mustela nivalis     Least Weasel 155

Mustela vison     American Mink 155

Myadestes townsendi     Townsend's Solitaire 94

Mycteria americana     Wood Stork 34

Myiarchus cinerascens     Ash-throated Flycatcher 79

Myiarchus crinitus     Great Crested Flycatcher 80

Myotis californicus     California Myotis 132

Myotis ciliolabrum     Western Small-footed Myotis 133

Myotis evotis     Long-eared Myotis 133

Myotis lucifugus     Little Brown Myotis 133

Myotis septentrionalis     Northern Myotis 133
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Myotis thysanodes     Fringed Myotis 134

Myotis volans     Long-legged Myotis 134

Myotis yumanensis     Yuma Myotis 134

Neotamias amoenus     Yellow-pine Chipmunk 139

Neotamias dorsalis     Cliff Chipmunk 139

Neotamias minimus     Least Chipmunk 139

Neotamias umbrinus     Uinta Chipmunk 140

Neotoma cinerea     Bushy-tailed Woodrat 148

Nucifraga columbiana     Clark's Nutcracker 85

Numenius americanus     Long-billed Curlew 51

Numenius phaeopus     Whimbrel 51

Nyctanassa violacea     Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 38

Nycticorax nycticorax     Black-crowned Night-Heron 38

Nyctinomops macrotis     Big Free-tailed Bat 137

Ochotona princeps     American Pika 137

Odocoileus hemionus     Mule Deer (Black-tailed Deer) 158

Odocoileus virginianus     White-tailed Deer 158

Ondatra zibethicus     Common Muskrat 150

Onychomys leucogaster     Northern Grasshopper Mouse 147

Opheodrys vernalis     Smooth Greensnake 169

Oporornis agilis     Connecticut Warbler 102

Oreamnos americanus     Mountain Goat 159

Oreoscoptes montanus     Sage Thrasher 96

Oreothlypis celata     Orange-crowned Warbler 101

Oreothlypis peregrina     Tennessee Warbler 101

Oreothlypis ruficapilla     Nashville Warbler 102

Oreothlypis virginiae     Virginia's Warbler 102

Otus flammeolus     Flammulated Owl 66

Ovis canadensis     Bighorn Sheep (Mountain Sheep) 160

Oxyura jamaicensis     Ruddy Duck 28
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Pandion haliaetus     Osprey 39

Parabuteo unicinctus     Harris's Hawk 41

Parkesia noveboracensis     Northern Waterthrush 100

Passer domesticus     House Sparrow 128

Passerculus sandwichensis     Savannah Sparrow 113

Passerella iliaca     Fox Sparrow 114

Passerina amoena     Lazuli Bunting 119

Passerina caerulea     Blue Grosbeak 118

Passerina ciris     Painted Bunting 119

Passerina cyanea     Indigo Bunting 119

Patagioenas fasciata     Band-tailed Pigeon 64

Pelecanus erythrorhynchos     American White Pelican 35

Pelecanus occidentalis     Brown Pelican 35

Perdix perdix     Gray Partridge 29

Perisoreus canadensis     Gray Jay 84

Perognathus fasciatus     Olive-backed Pocket Mouse 144

Perognathus flavescens     Plains Pocket Mouse 144

Perognathus flavus     Silky Pocket Mouse 145

Perognathus parvus     Great Basin Pocket Mouse 145

Peromyscus crinitus     Canyon Mouse 146

Peromyscus leucopus     White-footed Mouse 147

Peromyscus maniculatus     Deer Mouse 147

Peromyscus truei     Piñon Mouse 147

Petrochelidon pyrrhonota     Cliff Swallow 87

Peucaea cassinii     Cassin's Sparrow 110

Phalacrocorax auritus     Double-crested Cormorant 35

Phalaenoptilus nuttallii     Common Poorwill 70

Phalaropus fulicarius     Red Phalarope 56

Phalaropus lobatus     Red-necked Phalarope 56

Phalaropus tricolor     Wilson's Phalarope 56
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Phasianus colchicus     Ring-necked Pheasant 29

Phenacomys intermedius     Western Heather Vole 148

Pheucticus chrysopeplus     Yellow Grosbeak 118

Pheucticus ludovicianus     Rose-breasted Grosbeak 118

Pheucticus melanocephalus     Black-headed Grosbeak 118

Phrynosoma hernandesi     Greater Short-horned Lizard 167

Pica hudsonia     Black-billed Magpie 85

Picoides albolarvatus     White-headed Woodpecker 75

Picoides arcticus     Black-backed Woodpecker 76

Picoides dorsalis     American Three-toed Woodpecker 75

Picoides pubescens     Downy Woodpecker 75

Picoides villosus     Hairy Woodpecker 75

Pinicola enucleator     Pine Grosbeak 124

Pipilo chlorurus     Green-tailed Towhee 109

Pipilo maculatus     Spotted Towhee 110

Pipistrellus subflavus     Eastern Pipistrelle 135

Piranga flava     Hepatic Tanager 116

Piranga ludoviciana     Western Tanager 117

Piranga olivacea     Scarlet Tanager 117

Piranga rubra     Summer Tanager 117

Pituophis catenifer deserticola     Great Basin Gophersnake 170

Pituophis catenifer sayi     Bullsnake 170

Plectrophenax nivalis     Snow Bunting 99

Plegadis chihi     White-faced Ibis 39

Plegadis falcinellus     Glossy Ibis 38

Plestiodon multivirgatus multivirgatus     Northern Many-lined Skink 166

Plestiodon skiltonianus utahensis     Great Basin Skink 166

Pluvialis dominica     American Golden-Plover 47

Pluvialis squatarola     Black-bellied Plover 47

Podiceps auritus     Horned Grebe 33
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Podiceps grisegena     Red-necked Grebe 33

Podiceps nigricollis     Eared Grebe 33

Podilymbus podiceps     Pied-billed Grebe 32

Poecile atricapillus     Black-capped Chickadee 88

Poecile gambeli     Mountain Chickadee 88

Polioptila caerulea     Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 93

Pooecetes gramineus     Vesper Sparrow 112

Porphyrio martinica     Purple Gallinule 46

Porzana carolina     Sora 45

Procyon lotor     Northern Raccoon 154

Progne subis     Purple Martin 86

Protonotaria citrea     Prothonotary Warbler 101

Psaltriparus minimus     Bushtit 89

Pseudacris maculata     Boreal Chorus Frog 164

Puma concolor     Mountain Lion (Puma) 157

Pyrocephalus rubinus     Vermilion Flycatcher 79

Quiscalus mexicanus     Great-tailed Grackle 122

Quiscalus quiscula     Common Grackle 121

Rallus limicola     Virginia Rail 45

Rana luteiventris     Columbia Spotted Frog 164

Rattus norvegicus     Norway Rat 150

Recurvirostra americana     American Avocet 49

Regulus calendula     Ruby-crowned Kinglet 93

Regulus satrapa     Golden-crowned Kinglet 92

Reithrodontomys megalotis     Western Harvest Mouse 146

Reithrodontomys montanus     Plains Harvest Mouse 146

Rhodostethia rosea     Ross's Gull 58

Rhynchophanes mccownii     McCown's Longspur 99

Riparia riparia     Bank Swallow 87

Rissa tridactyla     Black-legged Kittiwake 56
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Salpinctes obsoletus     Rock Wren 90

Sayornis phoebe     Eastern Phoebe 79

Sayornis saya     Say's Phoebe 79

Scalopus aquaticus     Eastern Mole 132

Sceloporus consobrinus     Prairie Lizard 167

Sceloporus graciosus graciosus     Northern Sagebrush Lizard 166

Sceloporus tristichus     Plateau Fence Lizard 167

Sciurus aberti     Abert's Squirrel 142

Sciurus carolinensis     Eastern Gray Squirrel 142

Sciurus niger     Eastern Fox Squirrel 142

Scolopax minor     American Woodcock 55

Seiurus aurocapilla     Ovenbird 99

Selasphorus platycercus     Broad-tailed Hummingbird 72

Selasphorus rufus     Rufous Hummingbird 72

Setophaga americana     Northern Parula 104

Setophaga caerulescens     Black-throated Blue Warbler 106

Setophaga castanea     Bay-breasted Warbler 105

Setophaga citrina     Hooded Warbler 103

Setophaga coronata     Yellow-rumped Warbler 107

Setophaga discolor     Prairie Warbler 107

Setophaga dominica     Yellow-throated Warbler 107

Setophaga fusca     Blackburnian Warbler 105

Setophaga magnolia     Magnolia Warbler 104

Setophaga nigrescens     Black-throated Gray Warbler 107

Setophaga occidentalis     Hermit Warbler 108

Setophaga palmarum     Palm Warbler 106

Setophaga pensylvanica     Chestnut-sided Warbler 105

Setophaga petechia     Yellow Warbler 105

Setophaga pinus     Pine Warbler 106

Setophaga ruticilla     American Redstart 104
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Setophaga striata     Blackpoll Warbler 106

Setophaga tigrina     Cape May Warbler 104

Setophaga townsendi     Townsend's Warbler 108

Setophaga virens     Black-throated Green Warbler 108

Sialia currucoides     Mountain Bluebird 94

Sialia mexicana     Western Bluebird 93

Sialia sialis     Eastern Bluebird 93

Sitta canadensis     Red-breasted Nuthatch 89

Sitta carolinensis     White-breasted Nuthatch 89

Sitta pygmaea     Pygmy Nuthatch 89

Sorex cinereus     Masked Shrew 130

Sorex haydeni     Hayden's Shrew 130

Sorex hoyi     Pygmy Shrew 130

Sorex merriami     Merriam's Shrew 131

Sorex monticolus     Dusky Shrew 131

Sorex nanus     Dwarf Shrew 131

Sorex palustris     American Water Shrew 131

Sorex preblei     Preble's Shrew 132

Sorex vagrans     Vagrant Shrew 132

Spea bombifrons     Plains Spadefoot 162

Spea intermontana     Great Basin Spadefoot 162

Spermophilus armatus     Uinta Ground Squirrel 140

Spermophilus elegans     Wyoming Ground Squirrel 140

Spermophilus lateralis     Golden-mantled Ground Squirrel 141

Spermophilus spilosoma     Spotted Ground Squirrel 141

Spermophilus tridecemlineatus     Thirteen-lined Ground Squirrel 141

Sphyrapicus nuchalis     Red-naped Sapsucker 74

Sphyrapicus thyroideus     Williamson's Sapsucker 74

Sphyrapicus varius     Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 74

Spilogale gracilis     Western Spotted Skunk 156
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Spilogale putorius     Eastern Spotted Skunk 156

Spinus lawrencei     Lawrence's Goldfinch 127

Spinus pinus     Pine Siskin 126

Spinus psaltria     Lesser Goldfinch 126

Spinus tristis     American Goldfinch 127

Spiza americana     Dickcissel 119

Spizella arborea     American Tree Sparrow 110

Spizella breweri     Brewer's Sparrow 111

Spizella pallida     Clay-colored Sparrow 111

Spizella passerina     Chipping Sparrow 111

Spizella pusilla     Field Sparrow 111

Stelgidopteryx serripennis     Northern Rough-winged Swallow 87

Stellula calliope     Calliope Hummingbird 72

Stercorarius parasiticus     Parasitic Jaeger 63

Stercorarius pomarinus     Pomarine Jaeger 62

Sterna forsteri     Forster's Tern 62

Sterna hirundo     Common Tern 62

Sterna paradisaea     Arctic Tern 62

Sternula antillarum     Least Tern 61

Storeria occipitomaculata pahasapae     Black Hills Red-bellied Snake 169

Streptopelia decaocto     Eurasian Collared-Dove 64

Streptopelia roseogrisea     African Collared-Dove 64

Strix nebulosa     Great Gray Owl 68

Strix varia     Barred Owl 68

Sturnella magna     Eastern Meadowlark 120

Sturnella neglecta     Western Meadowlark 120

Sturnus vulgaris     European Starling 97

Surnia ulula     Northern Hawk Owl 67

Sylvilagus audubonii     Desert Cottontail 137

Sylvilagus floridanus     Eastern Cottontail 138
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Sylvilagus nutallii     Mountain Cottontail 138

Synthliboramphus antiquus     Ancient Murrelet 63

Tachycineta bicolor     Tree Swallow 86

Tachycineta thalassina     Violet-green Swallow 87

Tadarida brasiliensis     Brazilian Free-tailed Bat 136

Tadorna ferruginea     Ruddy Shelduck 28

Tadorna tadorna     Common Shelduck 28

Tamiasciurus hudsonicus     Red Squirrel 143

Tantilla nigriceps     Plains Black-headed Snake 170

Taxidea taxus     American Badger 156

Terrapene ornata ornata     Ornate Box Turtle 165

Thamnophis elegans vagrans     Wandering Gartersnake 170

Thamnophis radix     Plains Gartersnake 171

Thamnophis sirtalis fitchi     Valley Gartersnake 171

Thamnophis sirtalis parietalis     Red-sided Gartersnake 171

Thomomys clusius     Wyoming Pocket Gopher 143

Thomomys idahoensis     Idaho Pocket Gopher 143

Thomomys talpoides     Northern Pocket Gopher 144

Thryomanes bewickii     Bewick's Wren 91

Thryothorus ludovicianus     Carolina Wren 90

Toxostoma rufum     Brown Thrasher 97

Tringa flavipes     Lesser Yellowlegs 50

Tringa melanoleuca     Greater Yellowlegs 50

Tringa semipalmata     Willet 50

Tringa solitaria     Solitary Sandpiper 49

Troglodytes aedon     House Wren 91

Troglodytes hiemalis     Winter Wren 91

Troglodytes pacificus     Pacific Wren 91

Tryngites subruficollis     Buff-breasted Sandpiper 54

Turdus migratorius     American Robin 95
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Tympanuchus cupido     Greater Prairie-Chicken 31

Tympanuchus phasianellus     Sharp-tailed Grouse 31

Tyrannus forficatus     Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 81

Tyrannus tyrannus     Eastern Kingbird 80

Tyrannus verticalis     Western Kingbird 80

Tyrannus vociferans     Cassin's Kingbird 80

Tyto alba     Barn Owl 66

Urocyon cinereoargenteus     Common Gray Fox 153

Urosaurus ornatus wrighti     Northern Tree Lizard 167

Ursus americanus     Black Bear 153

Ursus arctos     Grizzly Bear 153

Vermivora chrysoptera     Golden-winged Warbler 100

Vermivora cyanoptera     Blue-winged Warbler 100

Vireo cassinii     Cassin's Vireo 82

Vireo flavifrons     Yellow-throated Vireo 82

Vireo gilvus     Warbling Vireo 83

Vireo griseus     White-eyed Vireo 81

Vireo olivaceus     Red-eyed Vireo 83

Vireo philadelphicus     Philadelphia Vireo 83

Vireo plumbeus     Plumbeous Vireo 82

Vireo solitarius     Blue-headed Vireo 83

Vireo vicinior     Gray Vireo 82

Vulpes velox     Swift Fox 152

Vulpes vulpes     Red Fox 152

Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus     Yellow-headed Blackbird 121

Xema sabini     Sabine's Gull 57

Zapus hudsonius     Meadow Jumping Mouse 151

Zapus hudsonius preblei     Preble's Meadow Jumping Mouse 151

Zapus princeps     Western Jumping Mouse 151

Zenaida asiatica     White-winged Dove 64
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Zenaida macroura     Mourning Dove 65

Zonotrichia albicollis     White-throated Sparrow 115

Zonotrichia atricapilla     Golden-crowned Sparrow 116

Zonotrichia leucophrys     White-crowned Sparrow 116

Zonotrichia querula     Harris's Sparrow 115
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Rare and Unusual Bird Sighting Form 
WYOMING BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE 
260 BUENA VISTA, LANDER, WY 82520 

 

The Wyoming Bird Records Committee sincerely thanks all observers for submitting this form to help 
keep Wyoming’s bird records up-to-date and accurate.  It is not necessary to complete every block if 

some details are lacking, but please provide all the details you can and attach photographs, if available. 
 

 

Common Name: 
Specific location of observation: 

 

Scientific Name: 
 

Observation Date: 
 

Observation Time: 
 

UTM E                     UTM N                     Datum              Zone       T 
 

Length of Observation: 
 

Latitude        
0
          ‘              “N/Longitude         

0
         ‘              “W 

 

Distance from Bird: 
 

T          N / R          W / Sec.          / ¼ Sec.         / ¼ ¼ Sec. 
 

Light Conditions: 
Weather at time of observation: 

 

Optical Equipment: 
 

Notes made:  ______During sighting     ______From memory 
Prior weather and number of days since last change: 

 

Date report prepared: 

Give a general description of the bird seen and any other details of interest relating to the observation. 

 

GENDER 
 

AGE 
 

PLUMAGE 
 

PHOTO/TAPE/DRAWING 
 

Male: 
 

Adult: 
 

Breeding: 
 

Juvenal: 
 

Enclosed: 
 

Female: 
 

Juvenile/Immature: 
 

Winter: 
 

Dark Morph: 
 

Available: 
 

Unknown: 
 

2-3 year bird: 
 

Eclipse: 
 

Light Morph: 
 

Please submit a copy of 
your field drawings. 

 

Total Number: 
 

Unknown: 
 

Other: 

If possible, please include in the sections below details of the specific body parts actually observed during the sighting. 

BILL: 

HEAD: 

NECK: 

UPPERPARTS: 

UNDERPARTS: 

Please do not write below here; for WBRC use only.                                                                         Form updated January 2008 
 
            
 

Record  
Number 

Category Latilong Date  
Received 



WINGS: 

TAIL: 

LEGS & FEET: 

List similar species and describe how or why you eliminated them. 

Describe the behavior of this bird and the interaction with others. 

What is the habitat at this location? 

If heard, describe the bird’s song or vocalizations. Reporter’s name, address, phone number, and e-mail address. 

How many years have you birded? Corroborating observers who are not reporting separately. 

Have you observed this species before? 

Please do not write below here; for WBRC use only.                                                                         Form updated January 2008 
 
Record  

Number 
Latilong Atlas Update Sighting Entered in WGFD 

WOS Database 

THANK YOU FOR SUBMITTING YOUR SIGHTING TO THE WYOMING BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE! 
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HOW TO DOCUMENT SIGHTINGS OF RARE AND UNUSUAL BIRDS 
 
 
To improve the accuracy and breadth of Wyoming’s ornithological record, the following 
suggestions are given to assist with documentation of bird sightings. 
 
1) Read “How to Document Rare Birds”, by Donna L. Dittman and Greg W. Lasley (pages 145-

159 in the 1992 issue of Birding, Vol. 24, No. 3).  This article is the best we have seen on 
the subject. 

 
2) Acceptable documentation must eliminate all similar species.  Bear in mind that 

immatures or juveniles of one species can be very similar to adults of another species.  
Examples that might cause confusion are gulls, jaegers, sparrows, and longspurs.  Species 
that exhibit multiple color morphs can also be problematic. 

 
3) Study and learn bird topography.  Most field guides provide a schematic of avian body 

parts and feather groups.  Specialized identification guides also provide specific structural 
and anatomical detail.  A thorough grasp of this subject will heighten your general birding 
skill and facilitate accurate, detailed documentation. 

 
4) Take meticulous and thorough field notes during or immediately after the observation.  

Alternatively, you can also use a tape recorder to capture identification details.  If the bird 
is cooperative, write your notes during the observation period.  Try not to consult your 
field guide during the observation to avoid predisposing your identification.  Do not rely 
on memory to document a rare/unusual bird. 

 
5) The subject bird’s physical description is most crucial.  Include everything you observe in 

this description.  Utilizing bird topography, include all details concerning plumage, shape, 
relative size, eyes, legs, and bill.  Note the colors, including color distribution, color 
density, and color contrast between different feather groups.  When making field notes, 
consider proportional details; i.e. bill length compared to head width and/or tail length as 
a proportion of body length.  Record plumage characteristics, such as degree of wear or 
signs of molt.  When describing size, try to compare nearby known species or some other 
object of known dimensions.  Avoid trying to estimate size in actual inches, feet, etc., 
since this is a very subjective endeavor. 

 
6) Observe and record the subject bird’s behavior.  While behavior is seldom diagnostic by 

itself, in combination with other details it is often conclusive.  Wyoming’s only 
documented Connecticut Warbler was accepted by the WBRC, in part, because it was 
walking, not hopping. 
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7) If possible, take photographs.  Lacking an actual specimen, good to fair photographs are the 
best back- up to a thoroughly detailed written description.  Do not assume that only one 
photograph will display diagnostic features, or that the developing lab will not ruin a single 
negative.  Take a number of shots to ensure a complete portrait.  The value of photography 
is immediately apparent when one is trying to differentiate the wing tip patterns of the 
various gulls. 

 
8) If you do not have a camera and the bird is cooperative, you can still get a good picture.  

Make a sketch.  You do not need the talent of Rembrandt to draw a convincing and 
diagnostic sketch.  Utilize your knowledge of bird topography, and you will be surprised 
how well you do.  Draw your sketch in the field, during the observation.  Do not rely on 
memory. 

 
9) Hopefully the bird will be vocalizing in some manner.  In addition to a well-written 

description of the vocalizations, a tape recording is extremely beneficial.  The recorded 
song and/or calls need not be of professional quality.  A hand-held cassette recorder with 
a built-in microphone will often provide reliable results.  It is unlikely that an Alder or 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher will ever be added to the Wyoming State list without recorded 
vocalizations to support written and/or photographic evidence. 

 
10) Specimens that are identified and reposited at the University of Wyoming Zoological 

Museum are still the most convincing evidence of an occurrence.  If you encounter a dead 
rare/unusual bird while in the field, please deliver the body to the appropriate authority; 
i.e. Wyoming Game and Fish Department, National Park Service, or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service personnel.  Note the exact location and date of the discovery.  Freeze the 
specimen if delivery is to be delayed. 

 



MAMMAL OBSERVATION RECORD 
 

PLEASE RETURN TO:  Nongame Mammal Biologist 
           Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
           260 Buena Vista 
           Lander, Wyoming 82520 
 
Mammal Observed:    
Number Observed:     Photograph Taken:    
Observer’s Name:     Telephone:    
Address:    
Occupation:    
Name of Other Observers:    
Address of Other Observers:    
Agency/Organization:    
Reporting Date:    
Location (direction and distance from the nearest town or identifiable locations, and legal description of the site): 
  
  
  
UTM Coordinates: E   N  Zone   Datum (e.g. NAD83)  
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates:    
 ¼   ¼  Section   Township   Range  
Describe Site (details about land use, habitat type, etc.):    
  
  
 

 
COLLECTION OF DEAD ANIMAL: 
Currently Held Where?    
How Was Specimen Acquired?    
 

 
OBSERVATION OF LIVE ANIMAL: 
Time and Duration of Sighting:    
Weather Conditions:    
Distance of Observation:    
Binoculars Used?      Spotting Scope Used?   
Description of Animal(s) (color, size, markings): 
 Body:    
 Legs and Feet:    
 Tail:    
 Head and Face:    
 Other Comments:    
   
Behavior (describe in observer’s words):    
  
Similar Species and How Observer Eliminated Them:   
  
 

 
PLEASE DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE:   
Classification:    
Confirmed:       Probable:      Unconfirmed:    
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DOCUMENTATION IS REQUESTED BY THE WBRC FOR ALL SIGHTINGS (AS) OF THE FOLLOWING SPECIES 
 

Fulvous Whistling-Duck 
Brant 
Mute Swan 
Whooper Swan 
Eurasian Wigeon 
American Black Duck 
Mottled Duck 
Garganey 
Tufted Duck 
Black Scoter 
Ruddy Shelduck 
Common Shelduck 
Northern Bobwhite 
White-tailed Ptarmigan 
Greater Prairie-Chicken 
Red-throated Loon 
Yellow-billed Loon 
Red-necked Grebe 
Streaked Shearwater 
Wood Stork 
Lesser Frigatebird 
Brown Pelican 
Least Bittern 
Great Egret 
Little Blue Heron 
Tricolored Heron 
Green Heron 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 
White Ibis 
Glossy Ibis 
White-tailed Kite 
Mississippi Kite 
Harris's Hawk 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Crested Caracara 
Gyrfalcon 
Yellow Rail 
Black Rail 
Purple Gallinule 
Common Gallinule 
Whooping Crane 
Snowy Plover 
Piping Plover 
Hudsonian Godwit 
Red Knot 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
Short-billed Dowitcher 
American Woodcock 
Red Phalarope 
Black-legged Kittiwake 

Black-headed Gull 
Little Gull 
Ross's Gull 
Laughing Gull 
Heermann's Gull 
Mew Gull 
Thayer's Gull 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Glaucous-winged Gull 
Glaucous Gull 
Great Black-backed Gull 
Least Tern 
Arctic Tern 
Pomarine Jaeger 
Parasitic Jaeger 
Long-billed Murrelet 
Ancient Murrelet 
Band-tailed Pigeon 
White-winged Dove 
Barn Owl (except L21) 
Flammulated Owl 
Western Screech-Owl (except L8) 
Snowy Owl 
Northern Hawk Owl 
Barred Owl 
Lesser Nighthawk 
Vaux’s Swift 
Magnificent Hummingbird 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
Anna's Hummingbird 
Acorn Woodpecker 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
White-headed Woodpecker 
Pileated Woodpecker 
Eastern Wood-Pewee 
Eastern Phoebe 
Vermilion Flycatcher 
Great Crested Flycatcher 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
White-eyed Vireo 
Gray Vireo 
Yellow-throated Vireo 
Cassin's Vireo 
Blue-headed Vireo 
Philadelphia Vireo 
Purple Martin 
Carolina Wren 
Pacific Wren 
Winter Wren 

Sedge Wren 
Western Bluebird 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 
Wood Thrush 
Varied Thrush 
Sprague's Pipit 
Smith's Longspur 
Worm-eating Warbler 
Golden-winged Warbler 
Blue-winged Warbler 
Prothonotary Warbler 
Connecticut Warbler 
Mourning Warbler 
Kentucky Warbler 
Hooded Warbler 
Cape May Warbler 
Bay-breasted Warbler 
Blackburnian Warbler 
Palm Warbler 
Pine Warbler 
Yellow-throated Warbler 
Prairie Warbler 
Hermit Warbler 
Black-throated Green Warbler 
Canada Warbler 
Red-faced Warbler 
Canyon Towhee 
Cassin's Sparrow 
    (except Torrington area) 
Field Sparrow 
Black-throated Sparrow 
Baird's Sparrow 
Le Conte's Sparrow 
Nelson's Sparrow 
Golden-crowned Sparrow 
Hepatic Tanager 
Summer Tanager 
Scarlet Tanager 
Northern Cardinal 
Yellow Grosbeak 
Painted Bunting 
Eastern Meadowlark 
Rusty Blackbird 
Baltimore Oriole 
Scott's Oriole 
Brambling 
Purple Finch 
Hoary Redpoll 
Lawrence's Goldfinch 
European Goldfinch
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DOCUMENTATION IS REQUESTED BY THE WBRC FOR THE FIRST LATILONG SIGHTINGS (FL) 
AND ALL NESTING OBSERVATIONS OF THE FOLLOWING SPECIES 
 
Greater White-fronted Goose 
Ross's Goose 
Cackling Goose 
Trumpeter Swan 
Greater Scaup 
Surf Scoter 
White-winged Scoter 
Long-tailed Duck 
Pacific Loon 
American Bittern 
Cattle Egret 
Broad-winged Hawk 
Peregrine Falcon 
American Golden-Plover 
Upland Sandpiper 
Whimbrel 
Ruddy Turnstone 
White-rumped Sandpiper 
Dunlin 
Sabine's Gull 
Common Tern 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Black-billed Cuckoo 
Eastern Screech-Owl 
Northern Pygmy-Owl 
Boreal Owl 
Northern Saw-whet Owl 
Chimney Swift 
Black-chinned Hummingbird 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Black-backed Woodpecker 

Least Flycatcher 
Hammond's Flycatcher 
Gray Flycatcher 
Ash-throated Flycatcher 
Cassin's Kingbird 
Western Scrub-Jay 
Juniper Titmouse 
Bushtit 
Bewick's Wren 
Eastern Bluebird 
Chestnut-collared Longspur 
Black-and-white Warbler 
Tennessee Warbler 
Nashville Warbler 
Virginia's Warbler 
Northern Parula 
Magnolia Warbler 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 
Blackpoll Warbler 
Black-throated Blue Warbler 
Black-throated Gray Warbler 
Swamp Sparrow 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Indigo Bunting 
Dickcissel 
Great-tailed Grackle 
Orchard Oriole 
Brown-capped Rosy-Finch 
White-winged Crossbill 
Lesser Goldfinch 
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HABITAT CODES AND DESCRIPTIONS 
 

Habitat  
Code 

Habitat Type 

01.00 Conifer Forests 

01.10 Lodgepole Pine 

01.20 Douglas Fir 

01.30 Engelmann Spruce-Subalpine Fir 

01.40 Ponderosa Pine (savannah) 

01.50 Ponderosa Pine-Douglas Fir 

01.60 Limber Pine 

01.70 Whitebark Pine 

01.80 Pine-Juniper 

01.81 Pinyon Pine-Juniper 

01.82 Limber Pine-Juniper 

01.83 Ponderosa Pine-Juniper 

01.90 Other or Mixed Conifer Forests 

02.00 Deciduous Forests 

02.10 Aspen 

02.11 Aspen-Upland 

02.12 Aspen-Riparian 

02.13 Aspen-Conifer 

02.20 Riparian-Cottonwood 

02.21 Cottonwood-Upland (dry site) 

02.22 Cottonwood-Riparian 

02.23 Balsam Poplar 

02.30 Cottonwood-Dryland 

02.31 Plains Cottonwood 

02.32 Narrowleaf Cottonwood 

02.40 Maple 

02.41 Boxelder Maple 

02.42 Rocky Mountain Maple 

02.43 Bigtooth Maple 

02.50 Oak 

02.60 Paper Birch 

02.70 Maple-Elm-Ash 

02.80 Other or Mixed Deciduous Forests 

03.00 Woodland-Chaparral 

03.10 Gambel Oak 
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Habitat  
Code 

Habitat Type 

03.20 Juniper 

03.21 Juniper-Sagebrush 

03.22 Juniper-Mountain Mahogany 

03.23 Juniper-Other Shrub Understory 

04.00 Basin-Prairie Shrub-Shrub Steppe 

04.10 Sagebrush-Grassland 

04.11 Basin Big Sagebrush 

04.12 Wyoming Big Sagebrush 

04.13 Mountain Big Sagebrush 

04.14 Black Sagebrush 

04.15 Silver Sagebrush 

04.16 Threetip Sagebrush 

04.17 Low Sagebrush (Artemisia arbascula) 

04.18 Sand Sagebrush (Artemisia filafolia) 

04.19 Other or Mixed Sagebrush or Sagewort 

04.20 Greasewood 

04.21 Greasewood-Sagebrush 

04.22 Greasewood-Saltbush 

04.30 Rabbitbrush 

04.31 Green Rabbitbrush 

04.32 Rubber Rabbitbrush 

04.33 Rabbitbrush-Sagebrush-Mixed Shrub 

04.40 Saltbush 

04.41 Gardner Saltbush 

04.42 Fourwing Saltbush 

04.43 Shadscale 

04.44 Saltbush-Sagebrush-Mixed Shrub 

04.50 Winterfat 

04.60 Woody Aster (alkali aster) Xylorhiza 

04.70 Other or Mixed Shrub-Shrub Steppe 

05.00 Mountain-Foothills Shrub-Shrub Steppe 

05.10 Sagebrush-Grassland 

05.11 Basin Big Sagebrush 

05.12 Wyoming Big Sagebrush 

05.13 Mountain Big Sagebrush 

05.14 Black Sagebrush 

05.15 Silver Sagebrush 
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Habitat  
Code 

Habitat Type 

05.16 Threetip Sagebrush 

05.17 Low Sagebrush (Artemisia arbascula) 

05.18 Sand Sagebrush (Artemisia filafolia) 

05.19 Other or Mixed Sagebrush 

05.20 Rabbitbrush 

05.21 Green Rabbitbrush 

05.22 Rubber Rabbitbrush 

05.23 Rabbitbrush-Sagebrush-Mixed Shrub 

05.30 Mountain Mahogany 

05.31 True Mountain Mahogany 

05.32 True Mountain Mahogany-Sagebrush-Mixed Shrub 

05.33 Curlleaf Mountain Mahogany 

05.34 Curlleaf Mountain Mahogany-Sagebrush-Mixed Shrub 

05.40 Bitterbrush 

05.41 Bitterbrush-Sagebrush-Mixed Shrub 

05.50 Serviceberry 

05.51 Serviceberry-Sagebrush-Mixed Shrub 

05.60 Chokecherry 

05.61 Chokecherry-Sagebrush-Mixed Shrub 

05.70 Hawthorne 

05.80 Skunkbush Sumac 

05.90 Other or Mixed Shrub-Shrub Steppe 

06.00 Riparian Shrub-Shrub Steppe 

06.10 Willow 

06.11 Alpine Willow 

06.12 Willow-Other Shrubs 

06.20 Hawthorne-Wild Plum-Dogwood 

06.30 Water Birch-Bog Birch 

06.31 Birch-Alder 

06.32 Birch-Willow 

06.33 Birch-Other Shrubs 

06.40 Alder 

06.50 Shrubby Cinquefoil 

06.60 Buffaloberry 

06.70 Tamarisk 

06.80 Russian Olive 

06.90 Other or Mixed Shrub-Shrub Steppe 
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Habitat  
Code 

Habitat Type 

07.00 Grasslands 

07.10 Eastern Great Plains Area Grasslands 

07.11 Shortgrass (blue grama-buffalo grass) 

07.12 Midgrass (blue grama-needlegrass-Western wheatgrass) 

07.13 Draws (bluebunch wheatgrass-needlegrass-wildrye) 

07.14 Sandy (muhly-sand dropseed-prairie sandreed) 

07.15 Tallgrass, Rough Breaks (little bluestem-sideoats grama-switchgrass punic) 

07.16 Tallgrass (big, sand, and little bluestem-prairie sandreed-needleandthread) 

07.17 Annual Forb 

07.20 Great Basin-Foothills Grasslands 

07.21 Bluebunch Wheatgrass-Bluegrass 

07.22 Thickspike-Western Wheatgrass-Needleandthread-Bluegrass-Blue Grama 

07.23 Annual Forb 

07.30 Mountain-Foothills Grassland 

07.31 Bluebunch Wheatgrass-Idaho Fescue-Bluegrass-Needlegrass 

07.32 Mountain Park-Meadow (bent grasses, Idaho fescue-reed grasses-slender 
wheatgrass) 

07.33 Foothills-Mountain Forb (Northwest cinquefoil-lupine-geranium-elkweed) 

07.34 Annual Forb 

07.40 Alpine Grasslands (bent grass-sheep fescue-icegrass) 

07.50 Alpine Moss-Lichen-Forb (silene-avens-sundivort-forget-me-not) 

07.60 Wet-Moist Meadow Grasslands 

07.61 Tufted Hairgrass-Reedgrass (freshwater) 

07.62 Inland Saltgrass-Alkali Sacaton (alkaline) 

07.63 Common Reed (phragmites) 

07.64 Grass-Sedge-Rush Meadow 

07.70 Kentucky Bluegrass Grasslands 

07.80 Annual Grasslands 

08.00 Grasslike Types 

08.10 Sedge 

08.20 Sedge-Grass-Rush Meadow 

09.00 Marsh-Swamp Wetlands 

09.10 Cattail 

09.20 Bulrush 

09.30 Cattail-Bulrush-Sedge 

10.00 Aquatic 

10.10 Lentic or Standing Water (pond, lake, reservoir) 
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Habitat  
Code 

Habitat Type 

10.11 Large Lentic (>5 surface acres) 

10.12 Small Lentic (<5 surface acres) 

10.13 Intermittent Lentic 

10.20 Lotic or Running Water (spring, stream, river) 

10.21 Large Lotic (>50 ft. channel width) 

10.22 Small Lotic (<50 ft. channel width) 

10.23 Spring 

10.24 Intermittent 

11.00 Cropland-Agricultural Lands 

11.10 Row Crop 

11.11 Corn 

11.12 Beans 

11.13 Potatoes 

11.14 Beets 

11.15 Sunflower 

11.16 Other Row Crop 

11.20 Alfalfa 

11.21 Standing (in field) 

11.22 Stacked 

11.23 Seed Crop 

11.30 Irrigated Native Meadow (hayed or pastured) 

11.40 Irrigated Introduced Meadow (hayed or pastured) 

11.50 Small Grains 

11.51 Wheat 

11.52 Barley 

11.53 Oats 

11.54 Rye 

11.55 Other Small Grains 

11.60 Dryland Grass Pastures 

11.61 Crested Wheatgrass 

11.62 Russian Wildrye 

11.63 Other-Mixed Dryland Grass Pastures 

11.70 Fallow Lands 

11.80 Stored Crops 

11.90 Rural Development 

11.91 Ranch-Farm Facilities 

11.92 Shelterbelt 
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Habitat  
Code 

Habitat Type 

12.00 Barren-Special Features 

12.10 Cave 

12.20 Cliffs (canyon, mountain) 

12.30 Spires 

12.40 Rock Outcrop-Rock Piles 

12.50 Talus Slope-Talus Fields 

12.60 Sand Dune-Sand Blowouts 

12.70 Shoreline (mud flats, sand beach, gravel bar) 

12.80 Glacier 

99.00 Disturbed Areas 

99.10 Roadside-Railroad Banks 

99.20 Mined Area (unreclaimed) 

99.30 Mined Area (reclaimed) 

99.31 Grass (native species) 

99.32 Grass (introduced species) 

99.33 Shrub-Shrub-grass 

99.34 Deciduous Tree 

99.35 Coniferous Tree 

99.40 Sprayed Area 

99.41 Sagebrush 

99.42 Other Shrub 

99.43 Other 

99.50 Burned Area 

99.51 Grass 

99.52 Sagebrush 

99.53 Other Shrub 

99.54 Woodland or Chaparral 

99.55 Deciduous Tree 

99.56 Coniferous Tree 

99.57 Marsh 

99.60 Logged-Clearcut Area 

99.61 Lodgepole Pine 

99.62 Ponderosa Pine 

99.63 Douglas Fir 

99.64 Spruce-Fir 

99.65 Other or Mixed Conifer 

99.66 Deciduous 
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Habitat  
Code 

Habitat Type 

99.70 Logged-Thinned 

99.71 Lodgepole Pine 

99.72 Ponderosa Pine 

99.73 Douglas Fir 

99.74 Spruce-Fir 

99.75 Other or Mixed Conifer 

99.76 Deciduous 

99.80 Oil and Gas Sites 

99.90 Urban-Built Up 

99.91 Garbage Dump 

99.92 Other 
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